
 

RIVERDALE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
RIVERDALE, NEW JERSEY 

 
February 2, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES FOR PUBLIC BUSINESS MEETING 
 

FORMAL ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AT THIS MEETING 
 

I. Call meeting to order/Flag Salute 
Board President Jessica Muzzio-Rentas, called the Public Business Meeting of the           
Board of Education of the Borough of Riverdale to order on February 2, 2021. The               
meeting was opened at 7:04 p.m. with a flag salute. 
 

II. Presiding Officer’s announcement regarding notification of this meeting to the          
public. 
Mrs. Muzzio Rentas, Board President read the following public announcement 
The Notification requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” of the State of New              
Jersey have been satisfied by the inclusion of the date, time, place and purpose of this                
Public Business Meeting in a legal advertisement in the Suburban Trends (January 17,             
2021) and The Record (January 15, 2021) with copies posted in the Riverdale School,              
Municipal Building, Town Library, and filed with the Clerk of the Borough of Riverdale 

 
I direct that this public announcement is entered in the minutes of this meeting.  

 
III. Roll Call 

Roll Call was taken by Mr. Gutierrez 
Present: Jessica Muzzio-Rentas, Marybeth Thomas, Kelly Norris, Keith Hamilton,         

Kathleen  Miceli, and Ann Marie Nadiroglu  
 
Absent:  
Late: 
Also Present: Mr. Jayson Gutierrez Acting Superintendent, Stacy DiLorenzo Supervisor          
of Special Services and Lynn Hutman Administrative Assistant to Superintendent 
  

IV. Recognition of visitors: 1 
 

V. Presentations:  
● Stacy DiLorenzo- Special Education 

 
VI. Oral Communication on Agenda Items only: None 

When recognized by the President, please state your name and address prior to             
commenting on an agenda item. 
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All meetings at which the Board transacts official business must be public (18A:10-6). As              
stated in Board Policy: “Meetings of the Board are conducted for the purpose of carrying               
on the business of the school, and therefore, are not public meetings, but meetings held               
in public.” 
 
Therefore, once oral communication is closed by the President, no other questions or             
comments will be permitted until the “Oral Communication” portion at the end of the              
agenda. At that time, questions do not have to be confined to agenda items. 

 
 
VII. Committees 
 

A. FINANCE 
1. Committee Report - Marybeth Thomas: Meeting scheduled prior to our          

February 23rd meeting. 
 

2. Items to be approved: 
It is recommended by the Acting Superintendent that the Board of           
Education approve the following items. I would like to make a motion to             
approve Finance items, a-d 

 
a. WHEREAS, NJAC 6A:23A-5.3 provides that a school district may request          

a waiver of compliance with respect to the district’s participation in the            
Special Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) Program for the 2021-2022         
school year; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Riverdale Board of Education desires to apply for this           
waiver due to the fact that it projects having fewer than 40 Medicaid             
eligible classified students for the 2021-2022 school year, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Riverdale Board of          
Education hereby authorizes the Acting Superintendent to submit to the          
Executive County Superintendent of Schools in the County of Morris an           
appropriate request for waiver of the requirements of NJAC 6A:23A-5.3          
for the 2021-2022 school year. 
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Motion By: Ms. Thomas Second by: Ms. Norris 
Discussion: Mr. Gutierrez - “A” – SEMI waivers are based on the NJDOE’s projections, the 
district will have 40 or fewer Medicaid-eligible classified students for the subsequent school 
year. 
Roll Call Vote  
 Ann Marie Nadiroglu - Yes Kathleen Miceli - Yes Keith Hamilton - Yes  

Kelly Norris- Yes Marybeth Thomas - Yes Jessica Muzzio- 
Rentas- Yes  
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b. It is recommended by the Acting Superintendent that the Board of           
Education approve authorization for the Wayne BOE to select the          
commodities for Riverdale Public School for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 
c. Approval of the attached line item transfers for December 2020. 

 
d. Be it resolved that the Riverdale Board of Education certifies that           

pursuant to NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)3, as of December 30, 2020, no line           
item account has encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed          
the line item appropriation in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a); and 

 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Riverdale Board of Education          
certifies that pursuant to NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4 that subsequent to the          
review of the board secretary’s and treasurer’s monthly financial reports          
and with the advice of district officials, no major account or fund has been              
over-expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(b). 

 
3. Items to be approved on February  23, 2021: 

 
a. Approve the payment of the following bills and claims: 

 
 

B. PERSONNEL 
1. Committee Report - Kathleen Miceli:  

 
2. Items to be approved: 

It is recommended by the Acting Superintendent that the Board of           
Education approve the following items. I would like to make a motion to             
approve Personnel items, a-b 
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Payroll for the period ending January 30, 2021 $ 
Payroll for the period ending February 15, 2021 $ 
Bills List dated January xx, 2021 
Warrants # 

$ 

Bills List dated January 30, 2021 
Warrants #  through # 

$ 

Bills List dated February xx, 2021 
Warrants #  through # 

$ 

Health/Prescription plan premiums (SEHBP) for 
February 

$ 

Motion By: Mrs. Miceli Second by: Mrs. Nadiroglu 
Discussion: Mr. Gutierrez– “A” – This resolution was provided by the NJ School Boards 
Association. While the Board, parents, and community in general have been very supportive 
thus far, we are hoping to continue working on bringing our students back in for longer periods 
of time, safely.  Getting our staff vaccinated is a big step in that direction. 
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a. WHEREAS, the Riverdale Board of Education recognizes that the United          

States, the State of New Jersey and local health authorities, as well as             
the World Health Organization, have declared a public health emergency          
regarding the Coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic; and 

 
WHEREAS, the federal and state authorities have put in place guidance 
detailing the precautionary measures schools must implement to stop its 
spread of this disease; and 

 
WHEREAS, public schools have a profound impact on millions of 
students, families and staff and are charged with the care, education, 
nourishment of their students and are an integral part of the health and 
safety of our communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, our district has responded to the challenges brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, providing students and staff members with 
the technology and resources necessary to ensure the efficient delivery of 
instruction, virtually and in-person; and 

 
WHEREAS, the board has a substantial public interest in protecting the 
health and safety of its students, staff, and community and ensuring that 
the district can provide staff and students with a safe and effective 
educational environment that supports student achievement; and 

 
WHEREAS, the board recognizes that this health emergency made it 
necessary to close schools and reinvent the educational programs in a 
virtual setting and that this may have an adverse impact on student 
achievement and the emotional and social wellbeing of students; and  

 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 Vaccination Plan published by the State of 
New Jersey Department of Health (December 15, 2020, pgs. 36-37) 
prioritizes the availability of vaccines to “essential workers” in Phase 1B of 
the vaccine protocol; and 

 
WHEREAS, school district staff at all levels are essential to the 
day-to-day operations of this district, responsible for the thorough and 
efficient education of all students and their social and emotional 
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Mr. Hamilton –   Will it be mandated for staff to get vaccinated? 
Mr. Gutierrez - Replied 
Mr. Gutierrez - “B” is for a long term leave replacement. 
Roll Call Vote: 
 Ann Marie Nadiroglu - Yes Kathleen Miceli - Yes Keith Hamilton - Yes 

Ms. Norris- Yes Marybeth Thomas -Yes Jessica 
Muzzio-Rentas-Yes  
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wellbeing, are critical for virtual and in-class instruction and are “essential 
workers;”  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Riverdale Board of 
Education finds a substantial public purpose exists to request that 
Governor Murphy give appropriate priority in the statewide administration 
of the COVID-19 vaccine to all public school district personnel. 

 
COVID-19 Vaccination Plan published by the State of New Jersey 
Department of Health, see: 
https://nj.gov/health/legal/covid19/NJ%20Interim%20COVID-19%20Vacci
nation%20Plan%20-%20Revised%2012-15-20.pdf  

 
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the 
member of the District 40 legislative district delegation, Assembly 
Speaker Craig J. Coughlin, Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, 
Governor Phil Murphy, and to the New Jersey School Boards Association 

 
b. Award the following certified non-tenured professional teaching staff a         

contract for the 2020-2021 school year as follows from on or about            
February 9, 2021 to on or about March 1, 2021 

 
 

 C. POLICY 
1. Committee Report - None 

 
D.  FACILITIES/TRANSPORTATION/TECHNOLOGY 

1. Committee Report - by Mr. Hamilton: Meeting next week. 
 

 E.  CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION/SPECIAL SERVICE/COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
1. Committee Report - Ann Marie Nadiroglu: Meeting prior to tonight’s          

meeting. Mrs. DiLorenzo gave a presentation. We discussed afternoon         
instruction and the need for textbooks. 
 

2. Items to be approved:  
It is recommended by the Interim Superintendent of Schools and the 

           Business Administrator  that the Board of Education approve the following 
           items. 

                                  I would like to make a motion to approve CISS/CR item, a- 
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Name Step  Salary 

Kristen Manzella BA ST 1  $54,055 
(prorated) 

Motion By: Mrs. Nadiroglu Second by: Ms. Thomas 
Discussion:  
Roll Call Vote: 
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a. Approve the reimbursement and expenses, previously approved by the         

Acting Superintendent for the following staff training, workshops,        
conventions, conferences and/or seminars as they are directly related to          
and within the scope of the participant’s duties and are critical to the             
instructional needs of the district and/or further the efficient operation of           
the district. The travel and expenses are within state travel guidelines           
established by the Department of Treasury and are justified. 

 

 
 

  
  H. POMPTON LAKES LIAISON 

1. Committee Report - Kelly Norris: Board Meeting canceled for tonight. 
 

 
Non Action Items: 
 

A. Letters and Communications - Kelly Norris: None 
 

B. Superintendent’s Report - Jayson Gutierrez  
 

Back-to-School 
● We welcomed some of our students back on January 19th. I would just like              

to note that it was a welcomed change to have the buzz of footsteps and               
greetings of staff and students being heard throughout the building. I           
visited each classroom and was happy to see our teachers instructing and            
our students intent on listening and participating. 
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 Ann Marie Nadiroglu - Yes  Kathleen Miceli - Yes Keith Hamilton - 
Yes 

Ms. Norris-Yes Marybeth Miller - Yes Jessica 
Muzzio-Rentas-Yes  

Date Participant Workshop Location 
Workshop 

Fee* 
Substitute 
Required 

2/16/21 Teresa D’Anna Traumatic Stress & Mind 
Body Practices Remote $40.00 No 

2/24/21-
2/25/21 Paul Kobliska Opportunities Born from 

Challenges Remote $79.00 No 

2/24/21-
2/25/21 Stacy DiLorenzo Opportunities Born from 

Challenges Remote $79.00 No 

2/24/21-
2/25/21 Teresa D’Anna Opportunities Born from 

Challenges Remote $79.00 No 

2/24/21-
2/25/21 Jayson Gutierrez Opportunities Born from 

Challenges Remote $79.00 No 
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● This Thursday we will welcome back our students in the 3rd, 4th, and 5th              
grades that elect to attend 4 days a week of in-person instruction. 

Afternoon Assistance 
● All of our teachers have done an amazing job working with Mr. Kobliska             

and Mrs. DiLorenzo in organizing afternoon assistance for the students.          
Teachers have been or will offer a total of 90 minutes per week. 

○ In Kindergarten – 3rd grade, teachers will provide small group          
work, math remediation, fundations support, facilitate additional       
reading groups, and provide general help sessions 

○ In 4th & 5th grades, teachers will provide extra help sessions           
focused primarily on mathematics, but will also offer support in          
other academic areas as deemed necessary by the teachers. 

○ Middle School teachers are providing a combination of targeted          
extra help in academic courses for all students, as well as,           
targeted extra support as determined by the teacher 

○ I know our parents/guardians would like more instruction to be          
provided to their children as much as we would like to provide it to              
our students. So, please know that we are being proactive in           
working to provide those additional resources. As our plans begin          
to materialize, we will share them with the Board,         
parents/guardians, and community. 

 
 
 

C. Enrollment as of February 2, 2021 
 

 
D. BA/BS REPORT - Mr. Gutierrez 

● The 19-20 Audit has been completed. The results will be shared at our 
 February 23rd meeting. 

● I would like to remind everyone that breakfast and lunch is being offered             
to all students for free. We have streamlined the process to the point             
where not only can you submit weekly requests online, you can now            
submit one request for the remainder of the year. Please visit our website             
for more details or contact the Main Office. 
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PreK-8 295 
PLHS - Tuition 127 
Option III 0 
Academy/Vo-Tech 15 
Out of District (Prek-8th grade) 2 
Out of District (9th grade +) 7 
Charter 1 
Home Instruction 0 
School Choice 4 
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       E. ORAL COMMUNICATION  
● None 

 
       F.  Information and Questions from Board Members  

●      Mrs. Muzzio-zrentas– Change to the way agendas and committee  
      minutes will be shared. Changes will now be viewable through Google in 
      real-time. 
●      Mr. Hamilton – Spring sports 
●      Mrs. Muzzio-Rentas– Mrs. Miceli mentioned spring sports have been 
      delayed by a month 
●       Ms. Thomas– Thank all those who voted for her. 
●       Mrs. Muzzio-Rentas – Board member candidate interview at next 
      meeting 

o    Executive Session on 02/09 
 

 
VIII. Future Meeting and Important Dates were reported by Ms. Norris, Board President. 

 
 XI.      Adjournment 

Motion by Mrs. Muzzio-Rentas, seconded by Mrs. Nadiroglu at 7:34 pm to adjourn from              
the public business meeting. 
 
Carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jayson Gutierrez 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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February 9, 2021 Special BOE Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
February 23, 2021 Public Business Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
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